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Ministry of Transport

TE MANATU WAKA

15 May 2017

Official Information Act request — Joanne Harrison

| refer to your request dated 16 March 2017, pursuant to the Official Information Act
1982, requesting information about former Ministry of Transport employee Joanne
Harrison. In particular, you have asked for:

All information on Joanne Harrison, including her hiring and the investigation
into her fraud, which has not already been released.

Context and background

When this matter first became public, there was a criminal investigation underway
and | was constrained in the information | was able to release.

My position then, and now, is that | want to be as open as possible about Joanne
Harrison. However, | must continue to do so in a careful and thorough way to ensure
that people are treated fairly, and legal processes are not compromised.

Following Joanne Harrison’s conviction and sentencing, on 2 March 2017, |
proactively released redacted versions of a number of documents. This release
included information about the fraudulent activity that led to her conviction, some
correspondence between the Ministry and Joanne Harrison (in terms of her
suspension and dismissal), and examples of fraudulent invoices.

As you are aware, the Crown is taking action to recover funds misappropriated by
Joanne Harrison, including asset recovery proceedings. This means that there is
some information that | am not able to release without compromising these actions.
When these actions have concluded, | will be in a position to reassess whether this
information can be released under the Official Information Act.
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