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The Working Group commissioned Colmar Brunton to conduct a short online survey of

Aucklandersô sentiment towards moving the Auckland Port.  Specifically, the research explored:

General support for 

moving the location of 

Aucklandôs Port

*Only the question relating to preferred transport mode for moving cargo mentioned the possibility of the Port moving to WhangǕrei.

THE TASK

AT HAND

The Upper North Island Chain Strategy Working Group have been 

provided with a Terms of Reference which guides them in reviewing

New Zealandôs freight and logistics sector and in the development and 

delivery of a supply chain strategy for the Upper North Island.  This 

includes exploring options to move the location of the Ports of Auckland.

Note, respondents were not presented with specific parameters on what moving the Port may involve (e.g. new location*, economic impacts etc). Rather, as noted above, the purpose of 
the research was to establish general sentiment towards moving the Auckland Port. 

Perceived impact of 

moving the Port on 

Auckland including risks

Public suggestions 

for use of Aucklandôs 

waterfront

Preferred transport 

mode for moving cargo if 

the Port is moved to 

WhangǕrei
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METHOD
Before answering the first 

question, respondents were given 

the following explanation:

ñThis survey is about the 77 hectares of 

central city land and wharves occupied by 

Ports of Auckland. The port is currently a 

transit and storage area for containers, 

vehicles and bulk goods such as coal and 

cement.  Most of the freight is moved to 

and from the port by truck through 

Aucklandôs road network.

Coastal cities around the world were 

generally built around a port due to the 

historical importance of shipping. Over time 

some of these cities have relocated their 

port to provide public access to their 

waterfront.  Other cities have integrated 

their port into the cityôs urban area.

This survey is about the future location of 

Aucklandôs cargo port ïcontainers, 

vehicles and bulk goods. Please note that 

cruise ships and commuter ferries will 

remain in the central city whether or not the 

cargo port is moved.ò

An online survey of 500 Aucklanders aged 18 years 

and over was conducted from 9 to 30 May, 2019.

Data have been weighted by age within gender, and 

income within household size, to ensure the survey 

results reflect Auckland population characteristics.

The maximum margin of error on the total sample 

size of 500 is +/-4.4% (at the 95% confidence level).

Colmar Bruntonôs role in this research was to advise on research design and questionnaire development, to manage the survey process, and deliver topline results. In this report, Colmar Brunton have produced 

graphical displays of the survey data. Colmar Brunton have not been commissioned to interpret the survey results. Please also note that demographic analyses have not been included in this report.



MOVING THE PORT OF AUCKLAND
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GENERAL SENTIMENT TOWARDS MOVING THE PORT

Iôd prefer Aucklandôs cargo 

port to remain where it is

28%

Iôd prefer Aucklandôs cargo port 

to be moved to a new location

55%

Iôm not sure

17%

Other*

1%

Base: All respondents (500)
Source: Q1

ñBy 2050, where would you prefer Aucklandôs cargo port to be located?ò

*all óotherô responses were óno preferenceô / ódonôt careô
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PERCEPTION OF THE PORT RELOCATION BENEFITING AUCKLAND

54 21 14 10 <1

Good for Auckland Neutral for Auckland Bad for Auckland Iôm not sureOther

REASONS FOR SAYING ôOTHERõ:
Would be an expensive move, and the port is 

of economic importance to Auckland

Base: All respondents (500)
Source: Q2

% ñIf the city waterfront was redeveloped over time then Aucklandôs cargo port may need to move to a new location. Do you think

relocating the cargo port would beéò

Depends on where it moves to, what 

would happen to the current site



REDEVELOPING THE 
WATERFRONT


